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those who have a great temptation put before
them, and who, desiring to do what is right,
have it brought home to them in a convincing
way that it is not their opportunity. No one
ought to assume great responsibilities if he is
not equal to them. One of the saddest things
ever said on a human deathbed was what was
said by a great ecclesiastic, who had disappointed
the hopes that had been formed of him. In his
last moments he turned to one who stood near
him and murmured, " I have held a great post,
and I have not been equal to it." The misery
was that no one could sincerely contradict him.
It is not a piece of noble self-sacrifice to have
assumed confidently a great responsibility to
which one is not equal. It is a mere mistake,
and a mistake which is even more reprehensible
than the mistake of being over-persuaded into
attempting a task for which one is not fitted.
One is given reason and common sense and
prudence that one may use them, and to act
contrary to their dictates because those who do
not know you so well as you know yourself
advise you cheerfully that it will probably be all
right, is an act of criminal folly. Heavy respon-
sibilities are lightly assumed nowadays, because